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I N S T I T U T E  F O R  R E S E A R C H  O N  DIGITAL LITERACIES P R E S E N T S

INTERMEDIARIES AND LABOR 
HETEROGENEITY

IN CHINA’S PLATFORM ECONOMY

Digital platforms that facilitate local on-demand 
service and online crowd-work are the latest 
corporate actors in the decades-long process of 
global economic restructuring.

In this talk, professor Julie Yujie Chen from the 
University of Toronto will examine digital labor in 
China. She will analyze the shifting material 
conditions and social relations that pave the way 
for China's booming platform economy. 

Chen studies the transformation of work in 
relation to the digital technologies, capitalism, 
and globalization. 
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